					 Final Approach


Racing homeward thru the midnite sky-still free from Earth this final Flight 


Like diamonds spread across a jewelers cloth- the stars surround this Lonely night


The wires no longer sing with rudhing wind nor are there men in leather Suits who fly their ships by feel


Protected now from wind and cold at lightning speed-they ride on wings of Steel


In another time so long ago-the roar of a thousand engines sitll echos thru His mind


A frightened boy too soon a man and far from home-a strike across the Rhine


The wonders of this world are not of Earthly things-for here above the Clouds-the truth is shining thru


The dancing fire of summer storms, a cities lights, the setting sun, as Witnessed by a privileged few


This legacy I gladly leave with you of the wondrous things I`ve seen and Done 


For the joys of life so quickly fade when left unshared with anyone


All too soon the time is near-there`s just one last turn for home-the Compass swings and plays it`s final part


Befor my eyes the runway lights now beckon me and they lead to Earth a Most reluctant heart


For one brief moment-time stands still-my thoughts are racing back thru All the years I`ve flown


With the memories of countless faces  by my side-we raced the wind and Shared a way of life that Earthbound man has never known


I knew this dream wouldn`t last forever for the years have  passed so Swiftly by


But, Oh how I`ve traced and etched a million marks across this endless Sky.                 


David W. Smith      Captain Delta Airlines


